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Notice. 

IJ  ,•'•4.  Thie  JSiiirc^rof  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels    is  open  all  day  long.     Yet  it  is 
^(ff isabltf  ilot  'tb*  Coftfe  at  Dinner  time  (Noon),  nor  on  Sundays. 

••  •  e!»A.tjrt*o?r^MS*^*ttf!aclied  to  this  Church,   to  whom  visitors    should  apply  for 
one  of  the  Friars  to  show  them  over  the  Sanctuary. 

3.  Secular  guides  are  neither  attached  to  our  church,  nor  admitted  to  show 
it  over.    Intruders  are  to  be  denounced  to  the  Syndic  or  the  Prefect. 

4.  The  Sanctuary  being  intensely  interesting,  to  see  it  thoroughly,  requires  good  half 
an  hour's  time.  It  is  preferable  to  visit  it  at  once  on  arrival,  than  leaving  it  to  the  end. 

5.  The  Friars  Minor,  who  have  the  Guardianship  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels, 
have  authorised  no  one  to  sell  anything  in  their  name,  within  or  without  the 
church.  In  the  Sacristy  only,  are  to  be  had  roseleaves,  the  blessing  of  St.  Francis, 
this  booklet,  etc. 

6.  Not  unfrequently  it  happens  that  travellers  are  molested  by  coachmen 
and  guides:  if  you  give  their  names  to  the  Authorities  they  will  be  fined. 


ST.  MARY  OF  THE  ANGELS. 


The  far-famed  Sanctuary  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Ang-els  is  situated  in  Umbria, 
between  Perug-ia  and  Foliguo,  on  the  line  from  Florence  to  Rome,  via  Terontola. 
It  is  about  an  hour's  walk  from  Assisi,  and  only  a  few  minutes  from  the  station, 
before  reaching  which,  the  great  dome  overlooking-  the  valley  of  Umbria,  and 
one  of  the  towers  are  visible  from  the  train;  the  second  tower  has  never  been 
completed  from  want  of  funds.  On  leaving  the  station,  the  traveller  turns  to 
the  left  instead  of  going  towards  Assisi,  crosses  the  railway,  and  reaches 
immediately  the  village  of-  Santa  Maria  degli  Anyeli,  which  takes  its  name  from 
the  Church.  This  village  which,  thirty  years  ago,  consisted  of  only  a  few 
houses,  has  grown  into  a  place  of  some  importance,  Avith  a  doctor,  a  chemist, 
schools,  and  a  post-office,  whose  official  name  is  S.  Maria  degli  Angeli  (Perugia) 
for  transacting  the. postal  business  of  the  district.  There  are  also  three  small 
inns  in  the  village,  and  four  convents.  The  parish  of  which  Santa  Maria  degli 
Angeli  is  the  centre,   contains  2,000   inhabitants,   and  is  under  the   care  of   our 
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ST.  MARY  OF  THE  ANGELS  SEEN  FROM  THE  STATION  OF  ASSISI. 


Fathers.     Passing-  through  the  village  the  traveller  catches  sight  of  the  apse  of 
the  Basilica  which  contains  the  chapel  of  the  Portiuncnla. 

The  large  stone  fountain,  with  26  water  spouts,  along  the  church  outside, 
was  made  for  the  usage  of  travellers  and  coaches,  by  Cosimo  III,  archduke  of 
Tuscany.  —  The  iron  railing  around  the  church  we  had  made  1892—4.  —  The 
three  large  church-doors  are  in  proportion  with  the  building.  The  Centre  one 
measures  nearly  nine  yards  in  hight  by  five  in  width.  This  door  is  dedicated 
to  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels  and  contains  the  figures  of  the  a)  Immaculate  Conception, 
as  explained  by  the  Catholic  Church,  viz:  The  Blessed  Virgin  holding  her  divine 
Son,  who  with  the  foot  of  his  cross  crushes  the  head  of  the  Serpent,  and  thus, 
through  the  merits  anticipated  of  his  death,  preserves  his  Mother  from  the  stain 
of  original  sin  b)  the  2<i  and  3d  panels  below  show  the  Annunciation,  viz:  the 
archangel  Gabriel  who  salutes  our  Bl.  Lady  full  of  Grace  Ave  Maria^  gratia 
plena  and  thus  revealing  to  us  the  motive  why  Mary  was  preserved  from  original 
sin:  because  she  was  to  become  the  Mother  of  God.  c)  The  last  panel  above 
represents  the  assumption  of  ihe  Bl.  Virgin.  Mary  is  carried  into  Heaven  by  a 
group  of  angels,  who  are  holding  in  their  hands  the  emblems  of  her  virtues; 
thus  teaching  us  that  Mary  was  worthy  to  be  assumpt  Soul  and  Body  into 
Heaven,    because   she   is  the  Mother  of  God.      On  this   door  there  are,  besides 
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EXTERIOR  OF  ST.  MARY  OP  THE  ANGELS. 


22  figures  of  angels,  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  that  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Francis,  because  Mary  was  born  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  for  7  centuries  the 
sons  of  St.  Francis  arc  the  warden  thereof  —  one  of  the  two  other  doors  alludes 
to  the  Three  Orders  instituted  by  St.  Francis.  Hence  St.  Francis  represents 
himself  his  first  Order,  viz:  the  Friars  Minor;  St.  Clare  represents  the  second 
Order,  viz:  the  Poor  Ladies;  His  Third  Order  includes  both  sexes,  and  is 
represented  by  St.  Louis  and  St.  Elisabeth.  —  The  last  door  has  4  figures  of 
franciscan  Saints,  6  angels,  and  the  monograms  of  Jesus  and  Mary.  We  had  the 
doors  carved  (1892)  at  Siena,  by  Barbetti. 

The  Basilica  itself  owes  its  origin  to  St.  Pius  V.  The  celebrated  Dominican, 
inspired  by  his  devotion  to  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels,  and  by  his  love  for  the 
Friars  Minor  wished  the  church  to  be  built  on  the  model  of  St.  Peter's  in  Rome. 
Vignola  drew  the  plans,  choosing  the  Doric  style  as  being  both  simple  and 
grand.  The  first  stone  was  laid  on  the  25th  of  March  1569;  105  years  later 
the  church  was  completed.  The  building  was  partly  destroyed  by  the  earth- 
quakes of  1831-1832,  the  cupola  remained,  and  the  Portiuncula  was  not  injured; 
it  was  restored  by  order  of  Gregory  XVI,  and  reconsecretad  on  the  8th  of 
September  1840,  but  it  is  not  even  yet  quite  finished.  Its  beauty  of  style  and 
purity  of  form,  as  well  as  its  vast  dimensions,  make  it  one  of  the  finest  churches 
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INTERIOE  OF  ST.  MARY  OP  THE  ANGELS. 


in  the  world.  When  one  enters,  the  great.well-lit  space  almost  seems  to  expand 
one's  heart.  The  church  is  420  feet  in  leng-th  by  212  feet  in  width,  and  the 
dome  is  258  ft.  6  in.  high  in  the  centre;  there  are,  besides  the  large  nave,  two 
aisles,  and  more  than  twenty  side-chapels,  each  with  its  consecrated  altar. 

As  he  enters,  the  visitor's  attention  is  at  once  arrested,  by  a  small  buil- 
ding in  the  centre  of  the  nave,  unter  the  splendid  cupola  which  seems  to  hang 
over  it  like  a  royal  robe :  it  is  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels,  the  Portiuncula,  the 
Holy  Chapel,  as  it  is  called  by  the  faithful  in  the  surrounding  country,  the 
very  ciadle  of  the  Friars  Minor.  St.  Francis  called  it  the  ChieJ  and  Mother, 
Church  of  his  Order.  (') 

No  one  can  enter  this  Chapel  without  feelings  of  deep  emotion.  The  soul, 
thrilled  with  the  near  presence  of  God,  of  Mary,  of  the  Angels  and  of  St.  Francis, 
feels  able  to  pray  there  with  a  fervour  perhaps  unknown  before.     The   tears  of 

(M  Jn  maintaining  this  title  to  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels,  we  do  not  intend  to  detract  any  of 
the  privileges  granted  to  the  Church  built  later  on  at  Assisl,  in  honour  of  St.  Frnncis;  wo 
cordially  submit  to  the  orders  of  Benedict  XIII,  who  by  a  Brief  addressed  to  both,  the 
General  of  the  Friars  Minor  and  the  General  of  the  Conventuals,  commands,  that  for  divers 
reasons  both  Basilicas  should  be  considered  as  Mother  churches,  viz:  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels, 
because  the  Order  commenced  here:  propter  Ordinis  primordia;  and  St.  Francis, 
because  the  Body  of  the  holy  Founder  is  buried  there.  Bull,  Rom.  torn.  XXII.  Turin.  A.  Vacco  1871. 
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the  pilgrim  as  he  kneels  in  the  Sanctuary,  betray  the  feeling  which  surge  up 
in  his  heart:  joy,  contrition  and  hope.  It  does  men  good  to  pray  here,  and  they 
can  understand  so  well  the  words  of  St.  Francis:  "This  place  is  holy:  whatever 
you  ask  for  fervently  here,  shall  be  granted  to  you.  .  .  Never  abandon  it.  .  .  If 
you  are  driven  out  by  one  door,  enter  again  by  another.  .  .  Let  the  holiest  Friars 
of  my  Order  live  here.  .  ."  This  gem  of  holy  poverty  was  built  in  the  midst  of 
a  forest  in  the  time  of  Pope  Liberius  (352 — 357)  by  four  hermits  from  the  Holy 
Land,  who  placed  a  relic  of  the  Blessed  Virgin's  tomb  in  it,  for  which  reason 
they  delicated  it  to  "St.  Mary  of  Josaphat".  The  name  in  common  use,  however, 
is  "St.  Mary  of  the  Portiuncula"  or  little  portion^  a  name  very  dear  to  St.  Francis, 
who  loved  tho  ITunk  of  this  spot  as  the  little  portion  which  God  had,  from  all 
eternity,  assigned  to  him:  another  name  for  it  is  "St.  Mary  of  the  Angels", 
given  to  it,  as  St.  Bonaventure  says,  because  the  celestial  spirits  often  appeared 
there  to  mortal  eyes. 

In  the  sixth  century  this  Sanctuary  passed  into  the  hands  of  St.  Benedict, 
who  restored  it.  It  was  here  that,  towards  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  the 
noble  lady,  Pica,  obtained  the  favour  of  becoming  the  mother  of  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi;  that  night  in  which  Francis  was  born  in  a  stable  at  Assisi,  26  Sept.  1182, 
Angels  were  heard  singing  hymns  joyously  in  the  little  Portiuncula.    (Lib.  Conf.) 
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THE  "MADONNA  DEGLI  ANGELI"  BY  HILARY  OF  VITERBO. 


Later,  St.  Francis  repaired  it  with  his  own  hands,  he  received  there  the  grace  of 
his  vocation  24  Febr.  1208,  (represented  in  one  of  the  four  frescoes  of  the  cupola) 
founded  there  the  Ordt-r  of  Friars  Minor,  (')  and  the  first  Religious  made  their 
vows  there.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Abbot  and  the  Benedictines  of  Alonte 
Subasio,  gave  the  place  formally  into  the  hands  of  St.  Francis,  on  the  condition 
that  it  should  be  the  Chief  and  Mother  Church  of  his  Order.  St.  Francis  accepted 
the  gift  with  joy,  and  settled  there  with  his  companions.  The  Annals  of  the 
Friars  Minor  relate  how  in  gratitude  for  this  liberality  Francis  sent  the 
Benedictines  every  year  a  basket  of  fish,  if  there  were  any  caught  in  the  river; 

(i)  After  the  death  of  St.  Francis,  some  of  the  Friars  longed  for  mitigations  to  be  made 
in  the  rule;  others,  on  the  contrary,  wished  to  observe  ihe  rule  without  mitigation  at  ail- 
Hence  a  division  arose:  those  who  adhered  to  the  rule  were  called  "the  O  h  s  p.  r  v  an  t  s"  ; 
those' who  accepted  the  mitigations  are  called  the  "Convegmals".  Leo  X.  1517,  separated 
them  into  2  distinct  bodies;  ^'ave  the  right  of  precedency  to  the  Observants  over  the  Con- 
ventuals, and  gave  to  the  General  of  the  Observants  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  old  seal 
of  the  Order  of  the  Friars  Minor.    The  Friars  Minor  wear  a  brown  habit. 

Three  Friars  of  the  Observants  began  the  Capuchin  Order  l.V2.">.  Clement  VII  approved 
it  1528.    At  first  they  were  hermits.    They  wear  foxcolour;  the  Conventuals  wear  black. 

By  order  of  Leo  XIII,  the  Observants  are  henceforward  to  be  called  the  Friars  Minor, 
without  any  addition,  and  have  the  right  of  precedency  loco  et  h  on  ore,  over  the  Con- 
ventuals and  the  Capuchins.    Bull  "Felicitate  quadam",  Oct.  4th  I897. 


while  they  on  the  other  hand  sent  him  back  by  the  messeng-er  a  flask  of  olive 
oil,  in  token  of  their  gfoodwill.  This  is  the  subject  of  another  of  the  frescoes  in 
the  dome.  A  third  fresco  represents  St.  Clare  making  her  religious  profession 
in  the  presence  of  St.  Francis,  at  the  Sanctuary  of  the  Portiuncula,  March  19tli  1212, 
It  was  at  the  Portiuncula  that  St.  Francis  decided  on  founding-  his  Third  Order; 
here,  also,  he  obtained  of  Our  Blessed  Lord,  through  the  intercession  of  Mary 
Immaculate,  the  Pardon  or  Indulgence  of  the  Portiuncula,  which  can  be  gained 
there,  from  the  afternon  Aug.  1st  till  sunset  Aug.  2d,  as  often  as  one  enters 
the  Portiuncula  with  a  contrite  heart,  after  having  been  duly  absolved  from 
sins.  These  Indulgences  are  applicable  to  the  holy  souls.  "The  Portiuncula 
enjoys  also  the  privilege  of  the  perpetual,  quotidian,  plenary  Indulgence." 

St.  Francis  wished  to  die  at  St.  Mary  of  the*  Angels,  "because  he  loved  the 
Portiuncula  better  than  any  other  place  in  the  world".  (St.  Bonav.  in  Leg 
Maj.  C.  II.)  He  often  told  the  Religious,  and  repeated  the  charge  almost  with 
his  last  breath,  to  guard  and  keep  it  with  reverent  care. 

All  who  visit  the  Church  wonder  what  the  power  is  which  draws  their 
hearts  to  it-it  is  certainly  not  the  hope  of  seeing  anything  aitistic  or  curiosities 
excepting  the  stones  worn  by  the  kisses  of  pilgrims,  and  the  votive  ofierings  which 
cover  the  walls,  tell  of  the  numberless  graces  and  favours  for  which  people  come 
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THE  CHAPEL  OP  ST.  PRANCIS  (ROOM  IN  WHICH  HE  DIED). 


to  implore  here.  In  our  opinion,  the  place  deserves  more  than  a  mere  cursory 
inspection  made  just  before  catching  the  train. 

The  Portiuncula  measures  about  21  ft.  6  in.  in  length  (to  the  foot  of  the 
Altar)  by  about  13  feet  3  inches  in  width.  There  are  two  large  doors,  which 
St.  Benedict  had  made,  foreseeing  what  crowds  would  one  day  press  into  the 
narrow  precincts  of  the  little  Sanctuary  in  order  to  gain  the  indulgence  of  the 
Portiuncula.  Above  the  entrance  is  a  painting  of  the  granting  of  the  Indulgence 
by  Frederic  Overbeck;  the  surrounding  border  is  by  Steiule.  On  the  arch 
over  the  door  are  these  words  of  Our  Lord  to  St.  Francis:  "Petitionem  tuam, 
Francisce,  admitto".  A  little  higher  St.  Francis  had  the  following  words  carved: 
"Hsec  est  porta  vitse  seternse".  On  the  gable  of  the  little  chapel,  in  a  small 
turret,  is  a  figure  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  seated,  and  holding  the  Holy  Child.  In 
this  spot  Our  Lord  often  appeared,  as  a  Child  in  the  arms  of  His  Mother, 
blessing  the  assembled  pilgrims,  who  were  over  200  000  in  number. 

At  each  of  the  two  lower  angles  of  the  gable  is  an  angel  holding  a  scroll: 
the  inscription  on  one  is  ""Portiunculoi  Ecdesia  totius  Minoritici  Ordinis  Mater 
et  Caputs  ubi  S.  Patriarcha  Franciscus  suw  Religionls  prima  jecet  fundamenta.'' 
(S.  Bonav.  in  Leg.  Maj ;  C.  II.)  The  other  bears  the  words  "Hcec  est  Portiuncula 
in  qua^  per  intercessionem  B.mw  Virg.  Mariw,  X.tus   ore  proprio  D.  Francisco 
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HE  ANGELS  AND  OF  ASSIST. 


Indulgentiam  plenarium  et  perpetuam  concessit."  (Wadd.  A.  D.  1221).  On  the 
threshold  are  these  words  in  gilded  letters:  HIC  LOCUS  SANCTUS  EST. 

Inside  the  chapel,  above  the  ex-voto  offerings  are  printed  the  words  with 
which  St.  Francis  published  the  Perdono.  They  are:  "Ego  volo  vos  omnes  hodie 
ducere  ad  Paradisum  et  annuntio  vobis  Indulgentiam  quam  habui  ab  ore  Domini 
Nostri  Jesu  X^ti  per  Dominum  Papam  Honorium  coufirmatam.  Omnes  qui  vonistis 
hodie  et  venerint  annuatim  tali  die  habeant  remissionem  omnium  peccatonim. 
Anno  Domini  MCCXXIII."  Above  the  Altar  (')  is  the  ancient  picture  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Angels,  by  Hilary  of  Viterbo,  a  priest. 

Over  the  side  door  are  the  words  of  St.  Bonaventure:  "Here  St.  Fraucis, 
under  Divine  inspiration,  founded  the  Order  of  Friars  Minor."  The  same  ins- 
cription is  again  seen  in  a  fresco  in  the  dome  which  represents  St.  Bonaventure 
writing  the  life  of  St.  Francis.  By  the  side  door  is  the  epitaph  of  Brother  Peter 
Cataneo,  who  was  forbidden  by  St.  Francis  to  work  miracles.  On  the  wall  of 
the  Chapel  facing  the  apse,  part  of  a  Calvary  by  Perugino  is  still  visible.  That 
part  of  the  building  was  used  as  a  choir  for  the  Boligious,  and  there  also  were 


(»)  By  every  Mass  said  at  the  Altar  of  the  Portiuncula,  a  soul  can  be  released  from 
Purgatory;  and  the  Votive  Mass  of  the  B.  Virgin  can  be  said  there  on  any  day  in  the  year, 
except  the  higher  feasts. 

11 


the  small  infirmaries,  which,  (with  the  exception  of  that  in  which  St.  Francis 
died  on  the  4th  of  October  1226,)  were  destroyed  by  order  of  Pius  V,  when  the 
great  Basilica  was  built.  "The  birds"  says  St.  Bonaventure,  "left  their  nests 
after  sunset  at  the  death  of  the  Saint,  and  perched  on  the  roof  of  the  little 
house,  in  order  to  say  a  last  farewell  to  their  friend." 

In  this  small  cell,  turned  into  a  chapel  (1228)  in  honour  of  St.  Francis,  the  remains 
of  the  old  door,  with  the  original  iron-work,  are  still  to  be  seen.  A  grating 
replaces  the  window,  which  admits  light.  Here  St.  Francis  dictated  his  last 
will,  and  wrote  to  tell  the  noble  Roman  Lady,  Jacoba  de  Settisolis,  that  his 
end  was  near;  here  he  made  Brothers  Leo  and  Angelo  sing  the  Canticle  of  the 
Sun,  and  blessed  all  his  children,  those  who,  yet  unborn,  were  to  be  his  children 
in  the  future,  as  well  as  those  who  were  then  living;  here  he  lay  upon  ashes, 
and  here  he  breathed  forth  his  pure  soul  into  the  hands  of  God,  whilst  singing 
the  last  verse  of  the  141st  Psalm,  "Voce  mea.  .  .  ."  The  altar  in  this  Chapel  is 
privileged  and  the  Votive  Mass  of  St.  Francis  can  be  said  here  daily  except  on 
the  higher  feasts.  Solemni  High  Mass  is  celebrated  at  midnight  on  the  4th  of 
October,  and  in  the  evening  the  death  of  St.  Francis  is  commemorated  here. 

Over  this  altar  is  the  admirable  statue  of  St.  Francis,  by  Luca  della  Robbia, 
from  the  cast  taken  of  the  Saint's   face  after  his  death.     St.  Francis'  cord,  with 
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the  three  knots,  on  which  drops  of  blood  from  his  Stigmata  can  still  be  plainly 
seen,  is  carefully  kept  in  a  small  cupboard  which  originally  contained  medicines 
for  St.  Francis.  On  the  outer  wall  of  the  cell  is  the  lid  of  St.  Francis'  coffin. 
Iwith  his  portrait  by  Giunta  da  Pisa.  The  great  pillar  which  stands  in  front  of 
the  cell,  marks  the  spot  where  St.  Francis  met  St.  Clare  when  he  gave  her 
permission  to  leave  St.  Damian  for  a  short  time  that  she  might  once  more  visit 
the  Portiuncula,  where  she  had  not  long  before  taken  leave  of  the  world  for 
ever.  Here  a  simple  repast  was  repared  which  when  they  were  about  to  sharp, 
they  and  the  Eeligious  who  were  with  them  became  suddenly  wrapt  in  ecstacy  by  the 
burning  words  of  St.  Francis.  The  light  which  shone  round  them  was  so  bright 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  thinking  that  it  must 
be  caused  by  a  great  conflagration,  assembled  to  extinguish  it,  and  were  thus 
witnesses  of  this  wonderful  ocurrence. 

The  Sacristy  contains  some  admirable  wood  carving,  the  work  of  our 
Religious;  specially  remarkable  are  the  framing  of  Perugino's  "Christ"  and  a 
representation  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerusalem,  of  which  the  Fi'iars  Minor 
have  been  the  custodians  since  the  days  of  St.  Francis  himself. 

On  leaving  the  sacristy  the  visitor  may  observe  on  his  right  a  design 
representing  the  condition  to  which  the  earthquake  of  1832  reduced  the  Church; 
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then  he  enters  the  Chapel  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo,  where,  above  the  Altar,  is 
shewn  part  of  St.  Francis'  bed,  with  a  Byzantine  picture  of  himself,  and  on  the 
wall  on  the  left  is  an  old  Cross  from  the  Holy  Land. 

After  passing  along  the  Aogels'  gallery,  the  next  object  of  interest  is  the 
rose-garden  of  St.  Francis  where  once  nothing  grew  but  thorns  and  briars.  In  the 
wood,  close  to  this  spot,  St.  Francis  built  a  hut  for  himself  where  he  usually  lived. 

One  cold  winter's  night,  being  tempted  by  the  devil  to  moderate  his  austerities, 
the  Saint  went  out  and  threw  himself  naked  into  the  midst  of  the  thorns,  which 
were  instantly  changed  into  beautiful  thornless  rose-trees,  whose  leaves,  at  least 
many  of  them,  have  ever  since  been  marked  with  spots  like  blood.  They  bloom 
in  May.  That  night,  as  St.  Francis  lay  among  the  briars,  angels  came  and 
wrapped  him  in  a  white  mantle,  and  led  bim,  between  ranks  of  the  heavenly 
spirits,  over  a  beautiful  carpet,  to  the  Portiuncula,  where  Our  Lord,  accompanied 
by  His  Blessed  Mother  and  a  multitude  of  angels  appeared  to  him  and  told 
him  that  his  petition  for  the  Indulgence  was  granted,  and  assigned  August  2d  for 
gaining  it.  For  this  privilege  St.  Mary  of  the  Angels  ranks  among  the  greatest 
Sanctuaries  in  the  world. 

Around  the  rose-bushes,  Brothers  Bernard  da  Quintavalle,  Leo,  Giles,  Rufino 
and  Juniper   had  originally   their  huts.  —  Opposite  to   the  thornless   roses,   we 
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have  (1898)  planted  a  small  fig  tree,  at  the  request  of  many  visitors,  in  remem- 
brance of  the  old  one,  on  which  a  Grasshoper  often  came  to  sing  with 
St.  Francis. 

The  visitor  is  next  shewn  the  chapel  of  the  roses;  it  consists  of  three  distinct 
parts-the  hut  usually  occupied  by  St.  Francis,  the  oratory  which  St.  Bonaventure 
erected  over  it,  and  the  nave  added  by  St.  Bernardin  of  Siena.  St.  Francis  lived 
in  this  hut  at  the  lime  of  the  famous  "Chapter  of  Mats,"  at  which  more  than 
5,000  Religious  were  present,  who  all  lodged  in  tents.  In  this  hut  St.  Francis 
received  the  visits  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  of  his  friend  St.  Dominic,  and  was 
favoured  by  apparitions  of  heavenly  spirits;  here,  also,  the  devil  tempted  him 
with  discouragements.  On  this  spot  too,  it  was  revealed  to  St.  Francis  that  five  of 
his  sons  had  shed  their  blood  in  Marocco  in  defence  of  the  Christian  Faith. 
The  feast  of  these  holy  martyrs  is  celebrated  every  year  in  this  chapel  on  the 
16th  of  January;  on  the  same  day  is  also  keept  the  feast  of  the  Roses.  Some 
of  St.  Francis'  first  companions  are  buried  here,  and  sometimes  a  delicious  per- 
fume is  perceptible  in  the  hut.  Here,  also,  are  shewn  two  trunks  of  the  pulpit 
from  which  St.  Francis  and  the  seven  Umbrian  Bishops  published  the  Indulgence 
of  the  Portiuncula.  The  frescoes  are  :  that  of  the  ceiling,  by  Pinturichio,  and 
the  others  by  Tiberio  of  Assisi. 
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Retourning  to  the  Basilica,  the  visitor  passes  through  the  Sacristy  again,  there 
he  can  procnre  a  souvenir,  such  as  leaves  from  St,  Francis'  rose-bushes,  crosses 
with  the  blessing  of  St.  Francis^  this  booklet,  etc. 

The  4  windows  in  the  apse  of  the  church  we  had  made  (1898)  at  Perugia 
by  Moretti.  The  centre  one  represents  the  glorious  Assumption  of  the  Virgin- 
Mother  of  God,  surrounded  by  35  angels.  The  other  windows,  above  the  cornice, 
have  angels  bearing  emblems  of  the  virtues  of  their  Queen,  such  as  the  lily,  the 
rose,  the  violet,  the  olive-branch,  the  harp,  and  the  palm.  The  centre  one  has 
an  angel  holding  a  scroll  on  which  is  written:  Ave  Domina  Angelorum:  Hail, 
Queen  of  Angels. 

In  the  choir  the  carving  of  the  stalls  is  worthy  of  notice:  it  is  the  work 
of  our  Religious  also  the  pulpit,  on  which  has  been  reproduced  the  history  of 
the  Indulgence.  St.  Francis  is  represented  throwing  himself  into  the  briars,  while 
the  devil  takes  to  flight,  and  angels  come  and  lead  the  Saint  to  the  Portiuncula: 
other  panels  shew  the  granting,  approbation  and  publication  of  the  Indulgence, 
and  finally  there  is  the  death  of  the  Seraphic  Patriarch,  and  the  visit  made  by 
him  to  Purgatory  for  the  pourpose  of  releasing  some  of  his  children.  This 
allusion  calls  to  mind  the  privilege  granted  on  Mount-Alverna  by  Our  Lord 
to  St.  Francis  of  going  every  year  on  the  4th  of  October  to  take  out  of  Purgatory 
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the  souls  of  such  of  his  children  and  of  the  benefactors  of  his  Orders  as  may 
be  detained  there. 

In  the  little  choir  is  shewn  the  pulpit  of  St.  Bernardin  of  Siena  0.  F.  M.,  who 
was  superior  at  the  Portinncula.  In  the  chapel  of  St.  Joseph  there  is  a  masterpiece 
of  Lucca  della  Robbia,  an  alto-relievo  in  terra  cotta,  representing  St.  Francis 
receiving-  the  Stigmata  on  Mount- Alverna,  the  Coronation  of  the  B  Virgin, 
St.  Jerome  as  a  penitent  at  the  cave  of  Bethlehem,  the  Annunciation,  the  Nativity 
of  Our  Lord,  and  the  Adoration  of  the  Magi. 

These  are  the  chief  objects  of  interest  at  the  Sanctuary,  but  the  side  chapels 
of  the  Basilica,  with  their  pictures,  are  worth  seeing. 

The  Piazza  di  S.  Maria  degli  Angeli  which  surrounds  the  Church,  was, 
under  Papal  rule,  a  very  large  open  space,  and  the  part  outside  the  west  front 
was  a  place  of  Refuge  and  enjoyed  the  "right  of  asylum,"  for  criminals,  who 
were  safe  from  arrest  once  they  reached  the  spot.  It  was  forbidden,  under  pain 
of  excommnnicalion.  to  erect  a  building  of  any  kind  whatever  mthin  a  distance 
of  250  yards  of  the  Basilica.  The  building  with  the  colonnade,  on  the  Piazza  Gari- 
baldi, was  formerly  u>ed  as  a  guest  house  for  women,  the  men  being  received  at  the 
Friary.  In  1860.  the  Piedmontese  Government  confiscated  the  States  of  the  Church; 
a  doctor  and  a  tax  collector  took  up  their  quarters  in  the   ladies'  hostelry,  and 


part  of  it  was  g-iven  up  to  the  communal  schools.  By  degrees  houses  became 
numerous;  so  that  the  place  grew  up  into  a  big  village,  which  is  called  St. 
Mary  of  the  Angels:  Santa  Maria  deyli  Angeli. 

Assisi.(^) 

lu  order  to  imitate,  the  humiliations  of  the  Son  of  God  on  earth,  St.  Francis 
chose  for  his  burial  place  the  Infernal  Hill,  then  outside  of  the  city  of  Assisi. 
because  there  the  i:reat  malefactors  used  to  be  put  to  death  and  buried.  Hence, 
after  his  death,  the  sacred  remains  of  Francis  were  solemnly  transported  from 
the  Portiuncula  Friary  to  the  Convent  of  St.  Damian,  where  St.  Clare  with  her 
Religious  then  lived.  Intense  was  the  sorrow  of  these  spouses  of  holy  poverty 
when  they  beheld  their  holy  Founder  and  Friend  dead.  Yet  they  were  greatly 
consoled  seeing  the  Sacred  Stigmata  which  our  divine  Lord  Jesus  Christ  impressed 
on  the  body  of  St.  Francis  on  Mount- Alverna.  The  wound  of  the  side  was  like 
a  beautiful  rose:  the  nails  in  his  hands  and  in  his  feet  were  externally  black, 
internally  yellow,    they  could  be  moved  to  and  fro,  but  not   separated   from   the 


{»)  Assisi  is  a  small  town  in  llmbria  of  about  3(X)0  inhabitants:  has  several  Inns,  and  18 
religious  communities,  14  of  which  belong  to  the  Orders  of  St.  Francis. 
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flesh.  St.  Clare  wishing  to  keep  one  of  the  nails  as  a  precious  relic  did  not 
succeed  in  detaching-  it  from  his  hand. 

From  St.  Damian  St.  Francis'  body  was  taken  to  Assisi  through  the  Porta 
Mojana,  and  buried  at  St.  Georges  Hospital,  Oct,  5^^  J226.  The  small  room  in 
which  the  sacred  remains  of  St.  Francis  and  later  on  those  of  St.  Clare,  were 
kept,  is  still  preserved  within  the  actual  convent  of  Santa  Chiara.  Twice  in  the 
year  (Sept.  17th,  and  Oct.  3d)  holy  Mass  is  celebrated  there.  Pope  Gregory  IX. 
canonised  St.  Francis  (not  yet  21  months  after  his  death)  in  St.  Georges' Church, 
Assisi,  July  W^  1228. 

Sa/i  Francesco :  The  day  after  the  canonisation,  the  Pope  went  in  great 
pomp  to  the  Infernal  Hill,  changed  its  name  into  that  of  Hill  of  Paradise,  and 
performed  there  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  first  stone  of  the  church  and  convent 
in  honour  of  the  newly  canonised  St.  Francis.  —  When  the  crypt  of  the  new 
church  was  finished,  they  resolved  to  bury  therein  the  Sacred  Remains  of 
St.  Francis.  A  solemn  (sham)  translation  took  place  May  26^'^  12.'50.C)  In  truth  fra 
Elias  had  them  already  secretly  removed  from  St.  Georges'  three  days  before,  and 
buried  in  the  Crypt,  underneath  tjie  main-altar,  where  the  skeleton  -was  only 
discovered  Dec.  12th  1818.  For  very  few  people  kucAV  the  spot  where  they  had 
(^)  S.  Francois  d'Assise,  par  Ch6ranc6,  ,6e  6dition  C.  XX. 


been  put  to  rest.  By  order  of  the  Pope,  the  rocks  around  the  tomb  were  hewn 
away  and  a  nice  subterranean  chapel  formed  1820—1826.  Part  of  the  sarco- 
phagus is  visible;  it  is  a  pity  that  the  precious  treasure  hidden  within  cannot  be 
seen!  Pope  Innocent  IV.  (1253)  consecrated  the  church.  The  church  and  Crypt  are 
beautifully  painted.  To  the  Crypt,  100  years  later,  were  added  side  chapels, 
and  it  is  now  used  as  the  inferior  church  by  the  Conventuals. 

Santa  Chiara :  St.  Clare  lived  and  died  (1253)  at  San  Daniiano,  After  her 
death  Aug-.  11th  1253,  she  was  buried  at  St.  Georges';  where  St.  Francis  formerly 
was  buried.  After  her  canonisation  (1255)  St.  Georges'  church  was  closed(^)  to  the 
public.  St  Georges'  hospital  became  the  convent  of  Santa  Chiara,  and  a  new  church 
was  built  there.  Then  the  Poor  Clares  left  SanDamiano  and  took  possession  in  Assisi 
of  that  Convent  and  church,  which  is  called  Santa  Chiara,  and  which  is  considered 
the  Motherhouse  of  the  Poor  Clares.  The  body  of  the  holy  Abbess  reposes  there. 
It  can  be  seen  in  the  newly  erected  (1852 — 1872)  subterranean  chapel.  At  St. 
Clare  is  still  to  be  seen  the  Crucifix,  which  at  St.  Damiano  has  spoken  to 
St.  Francis;  the  skull  of  St.  Clare's  sister  St.  Agnes,-  the  poultice  of  St.  Francis 
and  many  other  relics. 

(')   It  has  been  reopened  (1900),    and  is  now  used  as  the  chapel  of  the  Bl.  Sacrament  by 
the  Poor  Clares. 
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San  Damiano:  At  St.  Damian  is  still  to  be  seen  the  old  convent,  refectory, 
choir,  oratory  of  St.  Clare,  and  several  other  relics.  St.  Bernardin  of  Siena 
enlarged  the  building,  wliich,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Lord  Ripon,  ex-viceroy 
of  India,  is  again  inhabited  by  the  Friars  Minor. 

Chiesa  Nuova :  The  paternal  house  of  St.  Francis  at  Assisi,  was  (1616) 
turned  into  a  convent  and  a  church,  called  chiesa  nuova.  The  old  Entrance 
portal  and  St.  Francis  prison  are  still  preserved.  The  Friars  Minor  are  in 
possesion  of  the  church  and  the  convent. 

Le  Carcerl:  About  3  miles  from  Assisi,  on  Mount  Subasio,  there  is  an 
hermitage  called  the  prisons  (Oarceri).  St.  Francis  used  to  retire  there  frequently 
to  converse  with  God  alone.  The  Benedictine  Monks,  who  so  generously  had 
given  the  Portiuncula  and  St.  Damian  to  Francis  made  him  also  a  present  of 
this  hermitage.  Later  on  a  very  poor  Friary  was  built  there.  The  Friars  Minor 
live  in  it.  Other  buildings  have  since  been  added  to  it.  Besides  a  splendid  view 
and  the  bracing  air,  there  are  still  to  be  seen,  among  other  things  the  grottos 
inhabited  by  St.  Francis  and  by  several  of  his  companions. 

Here,  dear  Reader,  1  must  take  leave  of  you.  If  in  perusing  this  little  book 
you  have  been  edified,  give  Glory  to  God:  if  on  the  contrary,  you  took  offense, 
do  forgive  it  to  the  Author.  Good  Bye! 
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